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in other nations of the Western Hemi-
sphere. I think it is fitting that we in-
troduce this legislation on Earth Day,
that day we have dedicated to increas-
ing awareness of environmental issues.

Every year, approximately 25 million
Americans travel to observe birds, and
60 million American adults watch and
feed birds at home. Birdwatching is a
source of great pleasure to many Amer-
icans, as well as a source of important
revenue to states, like my own state of
Michigan, which attract tourists to
their scenes of natural beauty. Bird-
watching and feeding generates fully
$20 billion every ear in revenue across
America.

Birdwatching is a popular activity in
Michigan, and its increased popularity
is reflected by an increase in tourist
dollars being spent in small, rural com-
munities. Healthy bird populations
also prevent hundreds of millions of
dollars in economic losses each year to
farming and timber interests. They
help control insect populations, there-
by preventing crop failures and infesta-
tions.

Despite the enormous benefits we de-
rive from our bird populations, many of
them are struggling to survive. Ninety
species are listed as endangered or
threatened in the United States. An-
other 124 species are of high conserva-
tion concern. The primary reason for
these declines is the degradation and
loss of bird habitat.

What makes this all the more trou-
bling is that efforts in the United
States to protect these birds’ habitats
can only be of limited utility. Among
bird watches’ favorites, many
neotropical birds are endangered or of
high conservation concern. And several
of the most popular neotropical spe-
cies, including bluebirds, robins, gold-
finches, and orioles, migrate to and
from the Caribbean and Latin America.

Because neotropical migratory birds
range across a number of international
borders every year, we must work to
establish safeguards at both ends of
their migration routes, as well as at
critical stopover areas along their way.
Only in this way can conservation ef-
forts prove successful.

Mr. President, that is why Senator
DASHLE and I have introduced the
‘‘Neotropical Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Act.’’ This legislation will protect
bird habitats across international
boundaries by establishing partner-
ships between the business community,
nongovernmental organizations and
foreign nations. By teaming businesses
with international organizations con-
cerned to protect the environment we
can combine capital with know-how.
By partnering these entities with local
organizations in countries where bird
habitat is endangered we can see to it
that local people receive the training
they need to preserve this habitat and
maintain this critical natural resource.

This act establishes a three year
demonstration project providing $4
million each year to help establish pro-
grams in Latin America and the Carib-

bean. These programs will manage and
conserve neotropical migratory bird
populations. Those eligible to partici-
pate will include national and inter-
national nongovernmental organiza-
tions and business interests, as well as
U.S. government entities.

The key to this act is cooperation
among nongovernmental organizations.
The federal share of each project’s cost
is never to exceed 33 percent, and half
the nonfederal contribution must be in
cash, not in-kind contributions.

The approach taken by this legisla-
tion differs from that of current pro-
grams in that it is proactive and, by
avoiding a crisis management ap-
proach, will prove significantly more
cost effective. In addition, this legisla-
tion does not call for complicated and
expensive bureaucratic structures such
as councils, commissions or multi-
tiered oversight structures. Further,
this legislation will bring needed at-
tention and expertise to areas now re-
ceiving relatively little attention in
the area of environmental degradation.

This legislation has the support of
the National Audobon Society, the
American Bird Conservancy and the
Ornithological Council. These organi-
zations agree with Senator DASCHLE
and I that, by establishing partnerships
between business, government and non-
governmental organizations both here
and abroad we can greatly enhance the
protection of migratory bird habitat.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, it is
my pleasure today to join Senator
Spencer ABRAHAM to introduce the
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Act.

First, let me commend my colleague,
Senator ABRAHAM, for all of his work
to develop this legislation. This bill ad-
dresses some of the critical threats to
wildlife habitat and species diversity
and demonstrates his commitment,
which I strongly share, to solving the
many challenges we face in this regard.

The Neotropical Migratory Bird Con-
servation Act will help to ensure that
some of our most valuable and beau-
tiful species of birds—those that most
of us take for granted, including blue-
birds, goldfinches, robins and orioles—
may overcome the challenges posed by
habitat destruction and thrive for gen-
erations to come. It is not widely rec-
ognized that many North American
bird species once considered common
are in decline. In fact, a total of 90 spe-
cies of migratory birds are listed as en-
dangered or threatened in the United
States, and another 124 species are con-
sidered to be of high conservation con-
cern.

The main cause of this decline is the
loss of critical habitat throughout our
hemisphere. Because these birds range
across international borders, it is es-
sential that we work with nations in
Latin America and the Caribbean to es-
tablish protected stopover areas during
their migrations. This bill achieves
that goal by fostering partnerships be-

tween businesses, nongovernmental or-
ganizations and other nations to bring
together the capital and expertise
needed to preserve habitat throughout
our hemisphere.

As we celebrate Earth Day, I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.
It has been endorsed by the National
Audobon Society, the American Bird
Conservancy and the Ornithological
Council. I believe that it will substan-
tially improve upon our ability to
maintain critical habitat in our hemi-
sphere and help to halt the decline of
these important species.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 82

At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name
of the Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 82, a bill
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide a credit against tax for
employers who provide child care as-
sistance for dependents of their em-
ployees, and for other purposes.

S. 320

At the request of Ms. MOSELEY-
BRAUN, the name of the Senator from
California [Mrs. BOXER) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 320, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide comprehensive pension protection
for women.

S. 332

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina [Mr. HOLLINGS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 332, a bill to prohibit the
importation of goods produced abroad
with child labor, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 496

At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the
name of the Senator from Nevada [Mr.
BRYAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
496, a bill to amend the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986 to provide a credit
against income tax to individuals who
rehabilitate historic homes or who are
the first purchasers of rehabilitated
historic homes for use as a principal
residence.

S. 497

At the request of Mr. COVERDELL, the
name of the Senator from Utah [Mr.
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 497, a bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act and the Railway
Labor Act to repeal the provisions of
the Acts that require employees to pay
union dues or fees as a condition of em-
ployment.

S. 617

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Iowa [Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 617, a bill to amend the Federal Meat
Inspection Act to require that im-
ported meat, and meat food products
containing imported meat, bear a label
identifying the country of origin.

S. 778

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
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(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 778, a bill to authorize a new trade
and investment policy for sub-Saharan
African.

S. 1326

At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1326, a bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide for med-
icaid coverage of all certified nurse
practitioners and clinical nurse spe-
cialists services.

S. 1334

At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from New Hampshire
(Mr. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1334, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to establish a dem-
onstration project to evaluate the fea-
sibility of using the Federal Employees
Health Benefits program to ensure the
availability of adequate health care for
Medicare-eligible beneficiaries under
the military health care system.

S. 1360

At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
KEMPTHORNE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1360, a bill to amend the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of 1996 to clarify
and improve the requirements for the
development of an automated entry-
exit control system, to enhance land
border control and enforcement, and
for other purposes.

S. 1680

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1680, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to clarify that
licensed pharmacists are not subject to
the surety bond requirements under
the medicare program.

S. 1799

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. THURMOND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1799, a bill to amend sec-
tion 121 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 to provide that a member of the
Armed Forces of the United States
shall be treated as using a principal
residence while away from home on ex-
tended active duty.

S. 1864

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1864, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to exclude clinical
social worker services from coverage
under the medicare skilled nursing fa-
cility prospective payment system.

S. 1875

At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1875, a bill to initiate a coordinated na-
tional effort to prevent, detect, and
educate the public concerning Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome and Fetal Alcohol
Effect and to identify effective inter-
ventions for children, adolescents, and

adults with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
and Fetal Alcohol Effect, and for other
purposes.

S. 1919

At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1919, a bill to provide for the en-
ergy security of the Nation through en-
couraging the production of domestic
oil and gas resources from stripper
wells on federal lands, and for other
purposes.

S. 1920

At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1920, a bill to improve the admin-
istration of oil and gas leases on Fed-
eral lands, and for other purposes.

SENATE RESOLUTION 175

At the request of Mr. ROBB, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator
from California (Mrs. BOXER), the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. DODD), the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. GLENN), the
Senator from Maryland (Ms. MIKUL-
SKI), the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
WELLSTONE), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. ALLARD), the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. BREAUX), the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. CAMPBELL), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CONRAD), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG), the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. DOMENICI), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN), the Sen-
ator from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
FAIRCLOTH), the Senator from Washing-
ton (Mr. GORTON), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. HAGEL), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. HUTCHINSON), the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS), the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL), the
Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL),
the Senator from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. LOTT), the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. MCCAIN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), the Senator
from Illinois (Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN), the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS),
the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SES-
SIONS), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. THOMAS), the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. THOMPSON), the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
THURMOND), and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as
cosponsors of Senate Resolution 175, a
bill to designate the week of May 3,
1998 as ‘‘National Correctional Officers
and Employees Week.’’

SENATE RESOLUTION 188

At the request of Mr. MOYNIHAN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of Senate Resolution 188, a resolution
expressing the sense of the Senate re-

garding Israeli membership in a United
Nations regional group.

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. ASHCROFT) was added as a cospon-
sor of Senate Resolution 188, supra.

SENATE RESOLUTION 189

At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator
from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON) were added as cosponsors of Sen-
ate Resolution 189, a resolution honor-
ing the 150th anniversary of the United
States Women’s Rights Movement that
was initiated by the 1848 Women’s
Rights Convention held in Seneca
Falls, New York, and calling for a na-
tional celebration of women’s rights in
1998.

SENATE RESOLUTION 192

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. FAIRCLOTH), the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. LUGAR), the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID), the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. ROTH), and
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH)
were added as cosponsors of Senate
Resolution 192, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that institu-
tions of higher education should carry
out activities to change the culture of
alcohol consumption on college cam-
puses.

SENATE RESOLUTION 193

At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
GLENN), the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG)
were added as cosponsors of Senate
Resolution 193, a resolution designat-
ing December 13, 1998, as ‘‘National
Children’s Memorial Day.’’

SENATE RESOLUTION 194

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
COLLINS), the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. ASHCROFT), and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of Senate Resolution 194, a
resolution designating the week of
April 20 through April 26, 1998, as ‘‘Na-
tional Kick Drugs Out of America
Week.’’

SENATE RESOLUTION 197

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER) was added as a cosponsor of
Senate Resolution 197, a resolution des-
ignating May 6, 1998, as ‘‘National Eat-
ing Disorders Awareness Day’’ to
heighten awareness and stress preven-
tion of eating disorders.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 212—REL-
ATIVE TO THE UPCOMING
UNITED STATES-CHINA SUMMIT
Mr. HUTCHINSON (for himself, Mr.

ASHCROFT, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BROWNBACK,
and Mr. FEINGOLD) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
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